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1.  Introduction

In accordance with the environmental policy of BP (the operator of AIOC, the Azerbaijan International Operating Company), a benthic survey was carried out in the vicinity of the Central Azeri Platform (Figure 1.1) in July 2010.  Figure 1.2 gives the position of the Central Azeri platform in relation to other operation platforms within the ACG contract area.
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Figure 1.1
Location of Survey Area, Central Azeri Survey, July 2010 

[image: image3.wmf][image: image2.emf]510000 515000 520000 525000 530000 535000 540000 545000

4425000

4430000

4435000

4440000

4445000

4450000

EA

CHIRAG

WA

CA

DWG


Figure 1.2
ACG Platform Positions

1.1. Existing information 

Environmental surveys have been conducted in the vicinity of the Central Azeri Platform location in 1998, 2001, 2004, 2006 and 2008.
1.2. Scope of work
The objective of the survey is to provide information on the current sediment chemistry, macrobenthic fauna and physical characteristics in the vicinity of the Central Azeri platform location, and to compare the data collected with data from the 2006 and 2008 operational surveys, the 2004 post drill survey, and the 2001 and 1998 baseline surveys.
If changes to the sediment chemistry, macrobenthic fauna and physical characteristics in the vicinity of the platform location are identified, assess if they can be attributed to natural or anthropogenic stresses. 

If observed changes are considered to be associated with anthropogenic stresses, information on drilling, operational discharges and seabed remedial work provided by BP will be used to assess the potential role of BP’s construction, drilling, and production activities in this change. 

1.3. Survey design
The survey consisted of a triangular grid design based on the 2006 and 2008 surveys. To allow for safe clearance of seabed assets a number of stations had to be moved from the 2006 and 2008 positions. The location of actual sample stations is detailed in figure 2.1. The survey, sampling and analytical programme are described in the following section of this report.

1.4. Discharge & Spill Data

Drilling discharge data between 2002 and 2010 are given in table 1.1.  A total of 795.7 metric tonnes of drill cuttings 386.8m3 of water based drilling fluid were discharged between 2006 and 2008.   A further 774 tonnes of cuttings and 373 tonnes of associated drilling fluids were discharged in 2008, although the discharge schedule needs to be confirmed; it is not at present known whether any or all of this discharge took place before the 2008 survey.  Assuming that all of the 2008 drilling and discharges were complete before the survey, then discharges occurring between the 2008 and 2010 surveys were relatively small (20 m3 of drilling fluid only, no ‘sinking’ solids).
No synthetic based mud (SBM) has been routinely discharged during drilling. However, in November 2002 an unplanned release of 23 barrels (3.66 m3) of SBM, containing 13.3 barrels of linear alpha olefins (LAO) occurred.  According to a report submitted to the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources of the Azerbaijan Republic, the mud settled (to the seabed) almost immediately.
Records for 2009 and 2010 indicate that no drill cuttings or other ‘sinking’ solids were discharged during this period, and that in each year 10m3 of ‘drilling fluids’ was discharged.
Table 1.1 Drilling Discharged Data CA 2002 - 2010
	Date
	WBM Drill cuttings discharged (MT)
	WBM Drilling fluids discharged (m3)

	March 2002 - Feb 2003
	5406
	5848

	1 Jan 2005 - 31 Dec 2005
	184
	1086

	1 Jan 2006 - June 2006
	388
	466

	29 Aug 2006- 20 Dec 2007
	796
	386

	2008 
	774
	233

	2009
	0
	10

	2010
	0
	10





KEY TO PLATFORMS





DWG: 	Deep Water Guneshli


CHIRAG: Chirag 1


WA:    	West Azeri


CA:     	Central Azeri


EA:     	East Azeri
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