Final Report on the Celebration of “Caspian Day” 

on the 11th of August,  2017 in the Republic of Azerbaijan

Baku-2017
Introduction

Traditionally, the celebration of the Caspian Day in Azerbaijan was largely devoted to increasing public awareness on the protection of the Caspian Sea. On 11th August 2017 at the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Azerbaijan in cooperation with UNEP/TCIS organized a number of important events with a wide participation of all stakeholders and local people.

Therein, the main objectives of the Caspian Day activities were based on the goals of pursuing change in people's  perception of environmental protection, of developing public (stakeholders and primarily local communities) participation in solving Caspian Sea problems, and of educating society on best available practices in environmental management. Public awareness raising had the aim to attract the attention of various social groups to the existing Caspian Sea environmental problems and in the long-term run to ensure a joint and high quality care of the Sea, replacing the so common ‘consumer attitude’ of people. 
Round table discussions at MENR 

A round table with the participation of representatives from various sectors of society was organized at the premises of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources. The event included discussions on mechanisms of public involvement in decision-making and practical measures towards Caspian Sea protection and rehabilitation.  

These discussions were attended by representatives of the Ministry of Emergency Situations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the State Maritime Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Executive Power of  Baku, "Azersu" OJSC, SOCAR and BP oil companies , "Towards healthy life” Environmental Public Association, “Sustainable Development Society”, “Legal thinking” Public Association, “Sema and Eco” Public Assosiation for Social and Economic Development, Energy and Ecology Enlightment Public Union and from the departments concerned of MENR, and the youth organization. The list of attendees from governmental organizations, NGOs and private sector is attached (Annex II). 

Mr. Rasim Sattar-zada, Head of  Ecology and Environmental Protection Policy  Division, Ministry of  Ecology and Natural Resources opened the meeting by giving a speech on behalf of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan and briefed the participants on the Tehran Convention implementation process and its Protocols as well as on the progress made so far in the Republic of Azerbaijan. It was highlighted the entry into force of the Protocol Concerning Regional Preparedness, Response and Cooperation in combating Oil Pollution Incidents (Aktau Protocol) following its ratification by all Caspian littoral states on 25 July 2016. 
The representatives of governmental organizations provided reports on the measures taken in the field of Caspian Sea environment protection, and specifically in preservation of the Caspian biodiversity addressing various human pressures. They stressed the role of civil society and regional cooperation as being crucial for the sustainable management of the Caspian Sea, keeping the balance between human interest and Nature well-being. State authorities,  NGOs, youth and teenagers  and private sector organizations were encouraged to actively join efforts in public awareness development, and in generating change in the passiveness of people who mostly treat environmental protection as somebody else’s responsibility.  

Awareness raising and the award ceremony of the participants of the essay writing contest among schoolchildren and students. 
In the second half of the day the meeting with schoolchildren and students was organized at conference room of the ministry to celebrate the Caspian Day. In the course of the event schoolchildren and students were informed on the importance of the protection of the marine environment of the Caspian Sea, the film on awareness raising activities and the undertaken measures to protect the environment in the Republic of Azerbaijan has been  shown to participants . In order to inform the public about the event the advertisements for the contest were placed on the website of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, in social networks and the mass media. The essay writing contest conducted among 45 schoolchildren and students on the theme “My Story of the Caspian Sea”. The partcipants were awarded with first, second and third places.
Familiarization with the module type waste water treatment facilities. 
Within the scope of “Caspian Sea Day" celebration, representatives of the Center for Environmental Education and Training of the Ministry of  Education  of  Azerbaijan were invited to visit the Novkhani module type waste  water treatment station and get acquainted with the modern technology of municipal/industrial waters treatment of this facility. The benefit of biological waste water treatment facility was communicated by the station’s technicians, giving examples how untreated waste waters negatively influence on the Caspian Sea environment.    
Clean up activities with a view of improving the ecological conditions of the Caspian Sea and its coastal zones and enhancing cooperation with the public and local communities.
In strengthening cooperation with local people, developing public participation in Caspian Sea protection, a cleanup activity of the beach of Novkhani was organized. The cleaning up action was attended by more than 200 people, dressed in special uniforms with the word "Caspian Day". Total on 2 hectares of a coastal zone the scattered litter was collected and later utilized.

Along with the events mentioned above, throughout the whole coastal zone of the Caspian Sea belonging to the Republic of Azerbaijan volunteer clean-up campaigns took place with the participation of citizens, local authorities, NGOs, and educational institutions. Special ‘Lecture centers’ were organized at secondary and higher educational institutions. Additionally, lectures on the need to protect the Caspian Sea through joint efforts were delivered at local enterprises and organizations, round tables were organized, presentations were made in the local media, newspaper articles and press releases were released. 

In total, on the occasion of the celebrations of the Caspian Sea Day in the Republic of Azerbaijan a number of educational events were successfully organized in the region along the coastal areas. They were attended by over two thousand people and many more were reached through mass media in the endeavor to raise public awareness.  

Undoubtedly, all conducted activities and events during “Caspian Day-2017” attracted the interests of major stakeholders, including local communities and NGOs, the latter being very active in the field. The ‘Caspian Day’ reminded to all the value of this sea for the people’s life and the need to better cooperate in order to preserve this exquisite endowment of nature for us and the future generations. 

Annex I 

Agenda for the celebration of “Caspian Day”

11 August 2017, Baku, Azerbaijan

	09:30 – 10:00
	Registration 



	 10:00 – 13:00
	Round table discussions at MENR 



	   14:00 – 15:30
	Awareness raising activities at the MENR

	16:00- 17:00
	Awareness raising and the award ceremony of the participants of the essay writing contest among schoolchildren and students  

	17:00 – 18:00
	Trip to the Novkhani settlement

	18:00 – 18:30
	Organise a tour for the children to demonstrate the wrok of the waste water treatment facility in the settlement of Novkhani 


	18:30-19:30
	Clean-up actions in the Caspian coastal area 


	19:30
	Return back


Annex II
List of governmental organizations, private sector and NGOs attended the events at the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan  
1. Ministry of Emergency Situations of Azerbaijan  
2. State Maritime Administration of Azerabaijan
3. Executive Power of Baku city

3. “SOCAR” oil company

4. “BP-Azerbaijan” 
5. “Azersu” OJSC

6.  Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan
7.  United Nations 
8.  “Legal Thinking” Public Association

9. “Towards healthy life” Environmental Public Association

10.  Sustainable Development Society
11.  “Sema and Eco” Public Assosiation for Social and Economic Development
12.  Energy and Ecology Enlightment Public Union 
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