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COTPYQHWYECTBO C KOHBEHLIMEW O BUOJIOTMYECKOM PA3HOOBPA3WUU (KBP), OTYET
PETMOHAJIbHOIO CEMUHAPA MO COAEACTBUIO ONMUCAHUIO 9KOJTIOMTMYECKU UNN
BMOJIOMMYECKU 3HAYUMbIX MOPCKUX PAMOHOB B YEPHOM U KACNTMCKOM MOPSAIX

3anucka BpeMeHHoro CekpeTapuara

BeepgeHue

BpeMeHHbI cekpeTapmaT PaMOUYHOM KOHBEHLMM NO 3aLuuTe MOPCKON cpefbl Kacnunckoro Mops
NPOAOMKAET TECHO COTPYAHMYATb B paMkax KOHBEHUMM O 6UMONOrMYecKoM pa3Hoo6pasmm u
obecneunmBaeT AOCTYN K Hanbosiee akTyasibHON U 3HAYMMOWN HayYHOW UHPOPMALIMM O MOPCKUX
aKocucTemax, cpefiax 06uTaHus U BUAax, a Takxke husnyecknm/okeaHorpapuyeckmm/reonormyecknm
JaHHbIM, KOTOpble PacrnpoCTPaHATCA U UCMOMb3YOTCA A1 3aLMTbl F1o6anbHOro 6uopasHoo6pasus u
BOCCTaHOBJIEHUSI MOPCKMX U MPUBPEXHbIX panoHoB. COTpyaHNYECTBO Mexay TerepaHcKom
KoHBeHuuen n KBP npuseno K opraHmsaumm PermoHanbHoOro ceMvHapa no CoaencTBuI0 onncaHunio
9KOJTIOrMYECKU MM BMOSIOTMYECKM 3HAYMMbIX MOPCKUX paiioHoB (963P) B YepHoM 1 Kacnuiickom
MopSIX, KOTOpbIV npoxoaun ¢ 25 no 29 anpens 2017 r., 4o TpeHnHra no 3b63P, npoeaeHHoro 24 anpens
2017 ropa B baky, Asep6aingyxaH, npy noaaep>Kke npaBuTenbCcTBa AzepbanapkaHckon Pecny6nuku.

PernoHanbHbIii ceMUHap No COAEeNCTBUIO ONMUCAHUIO SKONOTMYECKN WU GUONIOrMYEeCKN 3HAYUMBbIX
MOpCKMUX paitoHoB B YepHom u Kacnuiickom Mopsax, 25—-29 anpensa 2017 roga B baky, Asep6aiigxaH

PernoHanbHbI ceMuHap 6bin co3BaH CekpeTapvaToMm KoHBEHLUMM 0 6UMONOrMyeckoM pa3Hoo6pasmm
coBMecTHO ¢ Komuccueit no sawmte YepHoro Mops oT 3arpsisHeHuns (HK-HepHoMopckas komuccus),
BpeMeHHbIM cekpeTapuaTom TerepaHckoit KoHBeHLmKn (BCTK), FeHepanbHo KoMuccHer no
pbi6onoBcTBy B CpeanseMHom Mope (FTKPC) v CornalieHmemM o CoxpaHeHUn KUToo6pasHbIX B YepHOM 1
Cpean3eMHOM MOpSiX U NpuneratoLlein atnaHtTudeckoi aksatopum (AKKOBAMC) B COOTBETCTBUM C
3anpocamu KoHdepeHuun CTopoH KoHBeHL MM B paMKax pelueHuid X/29, XI/17 n XI1/22.

B ceMuHape npuHsaam yyactue CTOPOHbI, OpraHunsaLmmn, KOpeHHble HapoAbl U YfieHbl MECTHbIX OOLLMH,
KOTOpble NPEAOCTaBUIN COOTBETCTBYHOLLYIO Hay4YHYHO MHDOpPMaLMIO B NOAAEPXKKY Lienein ceMuHapa. B
X0JZle CEMMHapa y4acTHUKUN 06CyanAnN faHHble, KOTOPbIE MOXHO MPUMEHUTb AN1S1 HAY4YHbIX KpUTEPUEB
onpegeneHus 3b63P (ans aKonornyeckn nam 6UONOrMYEcKn 3HaYMMbIX MOPCKUX paiioHoB). Cioaa
BXOAAT 9KOJIOrMYeCcKmne n 61Monormyeckme AaHHblie 0 MOPCKMX SKOCUCTEMAX, Cpefax 0buTaHusa 1 Bugax,
a Takxe pusnyeckme/okeaHorpadmyeckme/reonormnyeckne gaHHole. B xoge cemMunHapa npu
TexHu4yeckon noaaepxke CekpetapmaTa KBP 6binv gopaboTaHbl CBeAeHMS, NPeLCcTaB/IeHHbIE Yepes
wa6bnoH 963P. Pe3toMe pe3ynbTaToB PervMoHanbHOro ceMvHapa npegcraeneHo B MpunoxeHun |. B
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paMKax ceMuHapa 6bl/1 COCTaB/IEH CMUCOK PaiioHOB B BbiLLEYNOMSIHYTbIX 6acceiiHax,
COOTBETCTBYIOLWMX KpuTepuam 363P.

KoHpepeHunst CtopoH KBP oTMeTuna, 4To npuMeHeHune Kputepues onpeaenenns 963P npepcraenser
CO60W UCKITIOYMTENBHO HayYHO-TEXHUYECKOE MEPONPUATHE, HE UMetoLLLee KaKUX-TM6O0 MNONUTUYECKUX,
3KOHOMWYECKUX NN NPaBOBbIX NOCNeACTBUI, NOAYEPKHYB, YTO onpefeneHne aKoI0rnyeckun nunum
6UONOrMYEeCcKnN 3HaUYMMbIX PaNOHOB U BbIGOP MeP MO COXPaHEHUIO U yNpaB/ieHNo 3TO Ae10 FocyAapcTB
N KOMMETEHTHbIX MEeXMPaBUTENbCTBEHHbIX OPraHn3auunii B COOTBETCTBUN C MEXAYHAapPOAHbIM MPaBoM,
BKtovasa KoHeeHuumto Opranmsauumn 06benHeHHbIX Haumini no Mopckomy npasy.

COTp!gHW-IeCTBO ceKpeTapuaToB NaATU MOQGVI ANA BOCCTAHOBJIEHNA IKOCUCTEM

B pamkax coTpyaHuyecTtBa ¢ KBP, BCTK BHOCUT cBOW BKNag B pa3paboTKy HOBOro aMOULIMO3HOMo
MPOeKTa, Hanpae/IeHHOro Ha BOCCTAHOBJIEHWE MOPCKUX U NMPUEPEXHbIX paioHOB B Npeaenax (1 3a ux
npefenamu) BbisiBneHHbIx 9b3P. CosfaHme KOHLeNTyanbHOM 3anMCcKu Mo NPoeKTy 6bIno
MHULMKMPOBaHO PernoHanbHbiM 6topo IOHEM ana EBponbl B koHTekcTe Oecatunetmua OOH no
BOCCTaHOBJIEHUIO 3KOCUCTEM C Liefbio YCKOpeHUs 3 PeKTUBHONO BOCCTAaHOBIIEHUSA U pereHepaLun
MOPCKOI cpefibl B NSATU MOPCKUX 6acceiHax: Kacnuiickoe Mope, YepHoe Mope, CpeanseMHoe Mope,
CeBepo-BocTouHasa ATnaHTuka n bantuinckoe Mope, Kaxgoe Co CBOei YHUKaIbHON 9KOCUCTEMOW.
MpoekT «COTpyaHUYECTBO CeKpeTapmaToB NATU MOPeN AN BOCCTAHOBIEHUSI 9KOCUCTEM»
CMoco6CTBYET B3aMMHOMY O6MEHY 3HaHMAMM U obecneunBaeT NOAAEPXKKY ANA HapalLMBaHuWs
pernoHanbHOro NOTeHLUnana, a Takxe Al KOHKPETHbIX UHULMATUB 1 MEPONPUATUIA NO
BOCCTaHOBJIEHMIO Ha MECTaXx, OCYLLECTBASIEMbIX perMoHanbHbIMU ceKkpeTapuaTamu Mopei. MNpoekT
TaKxe noaaepXxueaet rnobanbHyto Lenb KBP no coxpaHenuto 30% cywmn Ha nepuog nocne 2020 roga.
CTpyKTypa npoekTa coyeTaeT B cebe aHasIM3 KOHKPETHbIX MPMMePOB Ha MECTHOM YpOBHE B TpeX 13
NSATM MOPCKMX 6acCeiHOoB, a TakXKe B3anMHbIi 0OMEH 3HAHUSAMU U HapalluBaHue noTeHumana. Tpu
paboumnx naketa (PM) pa6oTatoT crneayroLmMmMm o6pasom.

1) PeruvoHanbHbIil aHanu3 BOCCTaHOBJIEHWUS MOPCKOW cpefibl U HapallMBaHue NoTeHUana B naTu
MopsiX
PM1 nogpasymeBaeT B3aMMOOOMEH 3HAHMSAAMM U HapaLluBaHWe noTeHuMana no
BOCCTaHOBJIEHUIO 3KOCUCTEM B MATU MOPCKUX 6accerHax;

2) KoHKpeTHble NpMMepbl NpUMeHEeHNsA MeTOA0B BOCCTAHOB/IEHUS NATU Mopeil
Pl2 BkatoyaeT MHMLUMATUBbBI MO BOCCTAHOBNEHUIO HA MECTHOM YPOBHE, BO3raBnsiemMble
COOTBETCTBYIOLLMMW PErMOHaNbHbIMW CeKpeTapuaTamMu Mopen;

3) PykoBOACTBO NO BOCCTAHOBJIEHUIO 5 MOpeii, NOCBsILL,eHHOe Npo61eMaM U BO3MOXHOCTAM
BOCCTaHOBJ/IeHUSA
PM3 nopgpasymMeBaeT pacnpocTpaHeHMe 3HaHMI, cobpaHHbIx B paMmkax P11 u PM2, no
BOCCTaHOBJIEHMIO Ha MeXYHapoAHOM ypoBHe (MexAay 6acceiHamu v 3a Ux npegenamu).

0630p NpoekTa npeacTaBneH B MNpunoxxenun Il.
MNMpepnaraemoe pgeincreune
KoHdepeHUna MOXeT noxenarb:

e 0[06pUTb OTYET PErMOHaNIbHOrO CEMUHapa Nno CoOAeNCTBUIO ONUCAHMIO 3KOIOrMYECKM UK
6UONOrMYEeCcKN 3HAaYUMbIX MOPCKUX paioHOB B YepHOM 1 KacnuniickomM MOpsix; U MOPYYnTb
cekpeTapuaTy NpoaonXaTb COTPYAHMYECTBO € cekpeTapmaToM KBP 1 panee.
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MpunoxxeHue |

Report on EBSA workshop

SUMMARY REPORT ON THE DESCRIPTION OF AREAS MEETING THE
SCIENTIFIC CRITERIA FOR ECOLOGICALLY OR BIOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT
MARINE AREAS

BACKGRO
UND

1. Pursuant to decision_X/29, paragraph 36, decision_XI/17, paragraph 12, decision_XII/22,
paragraph 6 and decision XIII/12, paragraph 8, the following two additional regional workshops were
convened by the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity:

(a) Black Sea and Caspian Sea (Baku, 24 to 29 April 2017);!
(b) Baltic Sea (Helsinki, 19 to 24 February 2018).?

2. Pursuant to decision XI/17, paragraph 12, summaries of the results of these regional workshops
are provided in tables 1 and 2 below, respectively, while full descriptions of how the areas meet the
criteria for ecologically or biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs) are provided in the annexes
to the respective reports of the workshops. In decision X/29, paragraph 26, the Conference of Parties
noted that the application of the EBSA criteria is a scientific and technical exercise, that areas found
to meet the criteria may require enhanced conservation and management measures, and that this can
be achieved through a variety of means, including marine spatial planning, marine protected areas,
other effective area-based conservation measures and impact assessment. It also emphasized that the
identification of ecologically or biologically significant areas and the selection of conservation and
management measures is a matter for States and competent intergovernmental organizations, in
accordance with international law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.?

3. The description of marine areas meeting the criteria for ecologically or biologically significant
marine areas does not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever concerning the legal status of
any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries. Nor does it have economic or legal implications; it is strictly a scientific and technical
exercise.

Key to the tables

RANKING OF EBSA CRITERIA | CRITERIA

Relevance e C1: Uniqueness or rarity
H: High e (C2: Special importance for life-history stages of
M: Medium species
L:Low e (C3: Importance for threatened, endangered or
-:No information declining species and/or habitats

recovery
e C5: Biological productivity
e C6: Biological diversity

e (C7: Naturalness

e C4: Vulnerability, fragility, sensitivity, or slow
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Table 1. Description of areas meeting the EBSA criteria in the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea

(Details are provided in the appendix to annex V of the report of the Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant
Marine Areas (EBSAs) in the Black Sea and Caspian Sea (CBD/EBSA/WS/2017/1/3))

Location and brief description of areas C1 ‘CZ ‘ C3 ‘C4 |C5 ‘ Cé6 ‘C7

See the above key to the tables
Black Sea

1. Ropotamo

e Location: Ropotamo is located at latitude 42.3019 °N and longitude 27.9343 °E. It covers 981 km?, of
which 89.9 per cent is marine (881.91 km?).

e The area comprises both a coastal and marine area along the Bulgarian coast of the Black Sea. The
terrestrial part includes Wetlands of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention, CORINE
Biotope sites (under the European Commission) and national protected areas. The marine area stretches
over 881.91 km? (89.9 per cent of the total area). It comprises a variety of habitats of high conservation
importance, distinguished by high biodiversity, good ecological status and extensive span — including the H H HIMI - H| B
unique European flat oyster (Ostrea edulis) biogenic reefs, the rare sciophilic association of the red
seaweed Phyllophora crispa on infralittoral rock, productive communities of photophilic brown
macroalgae, mussel banks on sediment, with high diversity of invertebrates and fishes, sandbanks and
seagrass meadows. The marine area is an important habitat for shad fish, providing feeding grounds and
migration routes to the spawning grounds. It is significant for the protection of the three small cetacean
populations that occur in the Black Sea. The area represents the largest marine protected area within the
Natura 2000 ecological network in the Bulgarian Black Sea, namely the Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) Ropotamo BG0001001, designated under the Habitats Directive.

2. Kaliakra

e Location: The area is located in the coastal waters of the western Black Sea (between latitudes 43.37°N
and 45.19° N).

e The area encompasses a marine Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, designated primarily for its
importance as a migratory corridor for the vulnerable yelkouan shearwater (Puffinus yelkouan). The
yelkouan shearwater is a Mediterranean endemic with a population estimated between 46,000 and 90,000( M H H/ M| - | H|M
individuals, of which some 30 to 40 per cent migrate to the Black Sea during the non-breeding season,
occurring near the coast of northern Bulgaria during their migrations. The area also encompasses the non-
breeding distribution of two additional vulnerable seabirds — the velvet scoter (Melanitta fusca) and the
horned grebe (Podiceps auritus). The area is also important for 17 other seabird species and has been
designated a Natura 2000 Special Protection Area under the EU Birds
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Location and brief description of areas

Directive and a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive. The area also includes the
country’s only national marine and coastal reserve, “Kaliakra”.

3. Vama Veche — 2 Mai Marine Reserve

Location: The Vama Veche - 2 Mai Marine Reserve is located in the southernmost part of the Romanian
coastline, with a total area of 1231 km?, all of which is marine. The geographical coordinates of the site
are 28.0019777 E and 43.0064000 N.

The area features a unique combination of a wide variety of broad habitat types, considered a real mosaic
condensed in a rather small area, serving as shelter and spawning area to many marine species. Benthic
and pelagic life is extremely rich here, compared to the biodiversity of surrounding areas. Although small
in size, it was proposed as a sanctuary for cetaceans due to its high biological diversity and is also
classified as a marine Important Bird and Biodiversity Area. The area is important for its biodiversity.

4. Danube Delta Marine Area

Location: The area is located in front of the Danube Delta between Chilia arm in the north and Midia
Cape in the south and projecting into the sea until the 20m isobath. It has a total coverage of 1217 km?,
all of which is marine. The geographical coordinates of the site are 44.0006472 N and 29.0111277E.
This area is strongly influenced by the freshwater inflow and the sediments carried by the Danube River,
creating a mixture of sedimentary habitats that is unique for the Romanian littoral area. These sedimentary
habitats and the low salinity pelagic habitats contain a large proportion of freshwater, brackish water and
marine species. It is an important nursery and feeding area for Black Sea sturgeons and shads, species that
are protected under different conventions. Species in the area include: bottlenose dolphin (Phocoena
phocoena), harbour purpoise (Tursiops truncatus), short-beaked common dolphin (Delphinus delphis),
yelkouan shearwater (Puffinus yelkouan), beluga sturgeon (Huso huso), Russian sturgeon (Acipenser
gueldenstaedtii), starry sturgeon (Acipenser stellatus), Danube shad (4losa immaculata) and Caspian shad
(Alosa tanaica). . The area is part of a larger protected area, Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve, which is
listed as a UNESCO World Natural Heritage Site and a Wetland of International Importance under the
Ramsar Convention.

5. Zernov’s Phyllophora Field

Location: The area is located on a wide shelf in the north-western part of the Black Sea at a depth from
25 to 50 metres. It has the following coordinates:45°1825" N 30°42'26" E; 45°54'42" N 30°55'05" E;
46°01'53" N 31°10'40" E; 45°31'05" N 31°42'56" E; 45°17'41" N 31°2320"E.

Cl|C2 |[C3|C4 |C5 |Co6|CT
See the above key to the tables
M M H| HM H| M
H H H| HM M| L
H H H| HH H|L

Page 3
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Location and brief description of areas

Cl1 C2 |C3|C4 C5

Co

C7

See the above key to the tabl

Zernov’s Phyllophora Field (ZPF) is a unique natural phenomenon: a concentration of seaweed with a
dominant species of red algae (Phyllophoraceae). ZPF is an important habitat for many species of
invertebrates and fish. The main cluster of macrophytes is the paleobed of the Dnieper River, located
between the two branches of the Black Sea circular current. The dominant sediments are shelllimestone,
silted shell limestone and shelly silt. The state of the ZPF ecosystem is an indicator of the state of the
whole northwestern part of the Black Sea ecosystem.

6. The Small Phyllophora Field

Location: The Small Phyllophora Field is situated in Karkinitsky Bay, the largest bay in the Black Sea,
between the northwestern shore of the Crimean Peninsula and the coast of Kherson oblast, where it is
bounded by Dzharylgach Island and Tendrovsky Spit.

Phyllophora are a group of red algae that have commercial value for harvesting and extraction of agaroids.
It also forms an important source of oxygen, resulting from the photosynthesis performed by the algae.
Specialised faunal communities, including more than 110 species of invertebrates and 47 species of fish,
are associated with the Phyllophora fields in the north-western Black Sea. Many species have evolved a
reddish colouration specifically to camouflage themselves inside the algae.

7. Balaklava

Location: The area is located at 33°36° 12.37”E, 44° 26’ 32.76”N, in coastal waters between the capes of
Fiolent and Sarych, outside of Balaklava Bay, at depths between 0 and 70 m.

This area has been a hotspot of cetacean distribution in the Black Sea and has been designated as a
Cetacean Critical Habitat under ACCOBAMS. It is a critically important habitat for two cetacean species,
the Black Sea harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena relicta) and the Black Sea bottlenose dolphin
(Tursiops truncatus ponticus), both of which are listed as endangered on the [UCN Red List. These two
species use this area particularly for reproduction and feeding.

8. Yagorlytsky Bay

Location: Yagorlitsky Bay is located on the north-western Black Sea coast between the Nikolaev and
Kherson regions of Ukraine. In the north it is separated from Dnieper-Bug estuary by Kinburg oblique.
The bay is 26 km long, and its entrance is 15 km wide. Its geographical coordinates are: 46° 29,122' - 46°
19,867' N and 31° 47,066' - 32° 3,695'E.

Owing to the peculiarities of the hydrological, hydrochemical and hydrobiological regimes, Yagorlytsky
Bay is a unique area of the north-western part of the Black Sea. The marine-terrestrial complex of
Yagorlytsky Bay is characterized by a rich variety of plant and animal life, high endemism,

Page 4



TC/COP6/Info6 5

Kerch Straight are partly separated from each other by the Chushka and Tuzla spits. The marine area
measures 803 km?.

e Taman Bay is a shallow semi-closed marine lagoon with no constant source of river inflow. It is a unique
sea area in the Russian Black Sea and Sea of Azov coast, with primary production depending on
seagrasses. Biomass of bottom vegetation varies strongly and can exceed 5000 g/m? (wet weight), while
the macrozoobenthos biomass is 1500 g/m?. Up to 1,000,000 birds stop on the bay during seasonal

Location and brief description of areas Cl1 C2 C3 [C4 | C5)C6/|CT
See the above key to the tables
geomorphological and landscape uniqueness and status of international environmental importance. The marine
area of Yagorlytsky Bay is part of the National Natural Park "Biloberezhia Sviatoslava" and the Black Sea
Biosphere Reserve. The natural and territorial complexes of these reserves are represented not only by the
aquatic complex of the bay, but by wetlands, steppe, salt marshes, sandy and forest landscapes characterized
by high conservation value and high diversity of biocenoses. These biotopes play an exceptional role in
maintaining the species diversity of the region and the country; they are used for reproduction and feeding by
the main commercial fish species, and their shallow waters are refugia for many nesting and wintering
waterbirds.
9. Kuban Delta
e Location: The area is located at 45°30'N and 37°48'E. The southern border of the site lies along the shore
of Kurchansky Liman (estuary), embraces the Kuban Delta and reaches the Sea of Azov. To the west and
north, the borderline extends along the coast of the Sea of Azov and reaches the middle point of Akhtarsky
Liman.
e The Kuban Delta is the second largest delta ecosystem in the Black Sea — Sea of Azov Basin (1920 km?). MH M M| - HIlL
It includes more than 600 water bodies with different hydrological regimes. Many water birds utilize the
coastal wetlands and estuaries of the delta as stopover areas during spring and autumn migrations. The
area overlaps with a marine Important Bird and Biodiversity Area and a Wetland of International
Importance under the Ramsar Convention. It is important for the vulnerable Dalmatian pelican (Pelecanus
crispus). The Kuban Delta is undergoing continuous change under the influence of both natural and
anthropogenic factors.
10. Taman Bay and the Kerch Strait
e Location: Taman Bay is a shallow lagoon-type bay situated to the north of the Taman peninsula, between
the Sea of Azov and the Black Sea. It opens to the Kerch Strait and is considered part of the Sea of Azov.
The marine area of the Kerch Straight is delimited by the line between the Cape Ahilleon on the coast of
Taman Peninsula and Cape Hroni on the coast of the Kerch Peninsula in the north and by the line between
Cape Panagia (mainland coast) and Cape Tagqil (Kerch Peninsula coast) in the south. Taman Bay and the ol M Ml Ll L

Page 5
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Location and brief description of areas

Cl1 C2 C3 |C4 [C5

Co

C7

See the above key to the tabl

migration. The Taman Bay wetland is a wintering area of many species of waterfowl. The site has a significant
value as a place of reproduction of waterbird species listed in the Red Book of the Russian Federation and
Krasnodar Province. The ecosystem of the Bay shows some resilience and maintains a quasi-stable regime.
The adjacent Kerch Strait is an important migratory pathway for marine life, including various fish species as
well as two cetacean species, harbour porpoises (Phocoena phocoena relicta) and bottlenose dolphins
(Tursiops truncates ponticus).

11. Northern Part of the Caucasian Black Sea Coast

Location: The area includes the coastal zone on the north-eastern Black Sea coast (2562 km?). Its western
boundary goes from Volna Village and crosses the shore west of the river mouth at Arkhipo- Osipovka
Village (45° 6’N, 36° 43” E to about 44° 30°N, 36° 51’E). The southern boundary is delineated by the
200 m isobath. The northern boundary generally follows the shoreline and also includes Bugazskiy,
Kiziltashskiy and Vitjazevskiy limans (lagoons), but does not include the Novorossiysk (Tsemes) Bay.
The area is part of the north-eastern Black Sea shelf and slope, which is narrow in the east and relatively
broad in the west, to the south of the Kerch Strait. It also includes large shallow lagoons that are remnants
of the Paleo-Kuban Delta. The area provides good conditions for macrophyte development and is highly
productive (although not maximally productive) at the regional scale. The area contains some unique and
rare features, such as peculiar carbonate banks, but in many other respects it is more representative than
distinct. It is important to the life histories of several marine invertebrates and fish species, including the
now declining Black Sea turbot, anchovy and horse mackerel. It is also important for endangered species
as a migration and foraging area of sturgeons and cetaceans. The biological diversity is high owing to a
diversity of biotopes, including sandy spits and shallow sandy flats, shallow shelf carbonate banks, clay
reefs, sandy, muddy and gravel biotopes of the shelf, ridged submerged benches and steep rocks with rich
algal communities, biotopes of underwater landfall and biotopes of saltwater lagoons.

Page 6
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Location and brief description of areas

Cl1 C2 | C3|C4 |C5

Co

Cc7

See the above key to the tabl

12. Kolkheti Marine Area

Location: The area extends 502 km? between the Tikori River and the mouth of the Rioni River
(inclusive), within the following latitudes and longitudes, respectively: 42.3688965 and 41.5923238;
42.3678906 and 41.3485938; 42.1492143 and 41.3730120; and 42.1781462 and 41.6434212.

This area is characterized by a high density and relative richness of zooplankton species and bivalves. It
is a preferred habitat for turbot and flounder species. In winter and spring, large aggregations of anchovies
(Engraulis encrasicolus) use the area as a wintering and spawning area. It is also a habitat and spawning
area of the endangered Acipenseridae species and serves as wintering ground for large numbers of
migratory birds and Black Sea cetaceans. The area is an important feeding and nursery ground for
cetacean species (Tursiops truncatus ponticus, Delphinus delphis ponticus and Phocoena phocoena
relicta) all year-round.

13. Sarpi

Location: The area is located at the following latitudes and longitudes, respectively: 41.5447181 and
41.5606554, and 41.5266607 and 41.5485533.

The area covers sea rocks and stony coast. It is the largest rocky habitat on the Georgian coast. Its field of
marine algae Cystoseira barbata and Ceramium rubrum provides shelter for many fish and invertebrate
species. Mussels (Mytilus galloprovincialis) and other bivalves attach themselves to the sea rocks. The
rocky area provides shelter and feeding grounds for different species of fish. Some of them, such as
peacock wrasse (Symphodus tinca), are more common near Sarpi than in any other area in the region. The
area overlaps with a non-breeding area of global importance for the yelkouan shearwater (Puffinus
yelkouan). It is also located in proximity to colonies of the Mediterranean endemic subspecies of European
shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis desmarestii), thus being potentially important for this subspecies during
the breeding season. Black Sea cetaceans use the area for feeding and possibly for breeding.

14. Artvin-Arhavi

Location: The coordinates of the area are: 41 21.48' N- 41 18.824' E, 41 22.116' N- 41 18.824' E, 41

22.659'N- 41 20.216'E, 41 22.14'N- 41 20.216' E.

The area is mainly important for marine pelagic and demersal fish species and cetacean species. In terms
of birds, the area overlaps with a marine Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, which is regionally
important for two seabird species: velvet scoter (Melanitta fusca) and Caspian gull (Larus cachinnans).
A third species is also known to occur: mew gull (Larus canus). Harbour porpoises have been found all
along the Turkish Black Sea coast and are especially abundant along the eastern coast,
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where several rivers enter the Black Sea.

15. Trabzon-Siirmene

Location: This area is located between 40 54.749' N - 40 08.364' E, 40 54.794' N - 40 10.404' E, 40

55.183"N- 40 10.404' E and 40 55.183' N-40 08.364' E.

This area is very important for breeding, reproduction and feeding of demersal and pelagic fish species.
It is a bioreserve area that is closed to fisheries. It has a sandy, heel-shaped rocky structure, with an
abundance of underwater rocks. The region is also the natural habitat of seabream—the only such spot in
the Black Sea. The biological diversity of this part of the Black Sea is considerable, such that harbour
porpoises are found all along the Turkish Black Sea coast and are especially abundant along the eastern
coast, where several rivers enter the Black Sea. In terms of birds, the area overlaps with a marine
Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, which is regionally important for two seabird species: velvet scoter
(Melanitta fusca) and Caspian gull (Larus cachinnans). A third species, mew gull (Larus canus), is also
known to occur.

16. Trabzon-Arsin

Location: The area is located between the following coordinates: 40 57.769' N- 39 58.532' E, 40 58.123'
N-39 58.532'E, 40 58.123' N- 39 59.528' E and 40 57.849' N- 39 59.528'E.

This area is very important for habitat, reproduction and breeding of some rare marine pelagic and
demersal species, such as three species of dolphins, Psefta maxima (turbot) and Zostera meadows. Several
other fish species, such as red mullet (Mullus barbatus) and grey mullet (Mugil spp.), are also abundant.
The land side of this area is an official bioreserve site. Many of the fish species, which do not migrate
due to the rocky nature of the coastal part of the region, are located in a rocky and sandy environment
and have a rich ecosystem for breeding and feeding. This is a reserve area that is closed to fishing. The
area has a sandy, heel-shaped rocky structure with the richest benthic species diversity in the region due
to the presence of underwater rocks and wide, flat, sandy areas. Moreover, harbour porpoises have been
found all along the Turkish Black Sea coast and are especially abundant on the east coast, where several
rivers enter the Black Sea. Also, the primary overwintering area of harbour porpoises is the south-eastern
Black Sea. The area overlaps with a marine Important Bird and Biodiversity Area that is regionally
important for two seabird species: velvet scoter (Melanitta fusca) and Caspian gull (Larus cachinnans).
Athird species, mew gull (Larus canus), is also known to occur.
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17. Giresun — Tirebolu

Location: The area is located between the following coordinates: 40 59.23' N — 38 46.415' E, 41 0.241'
N-3846.415'E, 41 0.489' N —38 48.48' E and 41 0.24' N - 38 48.48'E.

This area is very important for marine pelagic and demersal fish species, especially turbot (Psetta
maxima), red mullet (Mullus barbatus), grey mullet (Mugil spp.), and for seagrass (Zostera). This is an
underwater canyon area, which provides reproduction and breeding grounds for demersal and pelagic fish
species. Biological diversity of this part of the Black Sea is very high, such that the area overlaps with a
marine Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, primarily designated for its importance as wintering area
for the vulnerable yelkouan shearwater (Puffinus yelkouan). The yelkouan shearwater is a Mediterranean
endemic, and some 30 to 40 per cent of the population migrate to the Black Sea during the non-breeding
season. The importance of the area for this species was confirmed by studies based on tracking birds from
their colonies, and also from studies of habitat suitability. Studies conducted on the crustaceans of sandy
muddy biotopes on the seabeds of central and eastern Black Sea indicate that species diversity is relatively
high in shallow waters (<50 m) and that diversity decreases in a direct correlation with increasing depth.

Caspian Sea

18. Pre-estuarine area of the Ural River in the Caspian Sea

Location: The lower estuary area of the Ural River occupies the brackish shallow water area of the
Caspian Sea near the confluence of the Ural River (Zhayik) into the sea. The lower estuary space is
defined at an isobath of 3 metres.

The pre-estuarine area of the Ural River (Zhayik River) is located in the northern part of the Caspian Sea,
adjacent to the mouth of the Ural River. This is an important area for the reproduction of anadromous
(sturgeon) and freshwater (carp, perch) fishes. During the spring, numerous fish species concentrate here,
and then rush to spawn upstream of the Ural River in spawning grounds located in its lower and middle
reaches. After spawning, the producers and young fish migrate to the lower estuary space (brackish
shallow part of the sea) to feed. There are small remaining sturgeon stocks (e.g., Russian sturgeon, beluga,
stellate sturgeon, thorn).
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19. Komsomol Bay

Location: Komsomol Bay, including the islands of Durnev, is located to the west of the Dead Kultuk Bay
in the northeastern Caspian Sea (45.38 N, 52.35 E).

The Caspian seal (Phoca caspica), an endemic, transboundary species, is the only mammal inhabiting the
Caspian Sea. In 2008, IUCN changed the status of the Caspian seal from “vulnerable” to “endangered”.
The results of research on the distribution, abundance and structure of the population of the Caspian seal
show that the rookeries on the Durnev islands are important for the conservation of the population.

20. Caspian Seal Breeding Grounds

Location: The location of the area is defined by the extent of ice coverage during winter months, as the
breeding season for seals takes place from January until early March. This area takes into account the
dynamic nature of ice conditions and distribution with and among years. Therefore, the shape of the area
is defined by the overall observed extent of ice coverage during the winter from historical records and the
observed distributions of breeding seals under different ice conditions.

The Caspian seal (Pusa caspica) is an endemic, ice-breeding, trans-boundary species of marine mammal
inhabiting the landlocked Caspian Sea. Caspian seals use this winter ice field between January and March
each year for birthing and nursing pups. The area is also important for all species of Caspian sturgeons.

21. Kendirli Bay

Location: Kendirli Bay is located in the deep water zone of the central Caspian, in the eastern part of the
Kazakh Gulf, which is 23 km long, with a maximum width of 1.5 km in the middle. The spit is connected
to the mainland in the southeast and extends in a north-westerly direction, forming Kendirli Bay. In the
north-western extremity, the spit has a small cove. The north-western part of the bay has an island, the
area of which can reach 0.1 km?, but which can be split into several smaller islands, depending on the
wind-surge phenomena.

The Caspian seal (Phoca caspica) is endemic to the Caspian Sea and is also its only mammal. In 2008,
IUCN changed the status of the Caspian seal from "vulnerable" to "endangered". In contrast to habitats
in the northern Caspian, on the islands at the tip of the Kendirli spit in the Gulf of Kazakhstan, wind-
surge phenomena do not have much effect on the hauling rookery, due to the fact that the islands are
located in the deep-sea zone of the middle Caspian. This creates ideal conditions for the formation of
rookeries on the islands.
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22. Karabogazgol Strait

Location: The Kara-Bogaz-Gol Strait is located in the eastern Caspian Sea, between the Caspian Sea and
the Kara-Bogas-Gol Gulf. This area measures 4,108 km?, with its centre at 41.093621N, 52.915339E.
The Karabogazgol Strait connects the Caspian Sea with the Karabogazgol Gulf. The area forms a unique
natural hydro-geological complex. There are no rivers that drain into the lagoon. This hydrological system
is heavily influenced by the dynamics of the Caspian Sea. All components of the system are very dynamic,
and their parameters are defined by sea-level dynamics. All biodiversity inthe broader area is concentrated
mainly in the strait, including bacteria, lower plants, invertebrates and birds (the majority of which are
migrant species). Some species of fish and birds present in the area are included in the Red Book of
Turkmenistan.

23. Turkmenbashi Gulf

Location: Turkmenbashi Gulf is on the east coast of the Caspian Sea. It is connected on the northwest to
Sojmonova Bay. It is geographically centred at 39.792556N, 53.310004E. The total area of this site is
2203 km?.

As of 1968, Turkmenbashi Gulf, including Balhan, Northern-Cheleken, Mihajlovsky and other small
bays, the site of mass winterings and migrations of waterbirds, has been part of Krasnovodsk (now known
as Hazar) State Nature Reserve. This Nature Reserve is the main part of Turkmenbashi Gulf. It is a
Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention and an Important Bird and
Biodiversity Area. Its biodiversity includes invertebrates and vertebrates (fishes, birds, mammals),
including species listed in the Red Data Book of Turkmenistan.
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24. Turkmen Aylagy

Location: Turkmen Aylagy is bordered in the north by the Cheleken Peninsula and in the west by
Ogurdzhaly Island. The site covers the water area of the Turkmen Gulf, from Ogurdzhaly Island
(inclusive) in the west, to South Cheleken Bay, with a total area of 3708 km?. Ogurdzhaly Island is a 2km-
wide sandy strip that extends 40 km in a north-south direction, with an area of 6 000 ha. The area is
geographically centred at 39.035352N, 53.439243E.

Turkmen Aylagy has a unique complex of biodiversity, especially birds, fishes and two species of
mammals. It is affected by seasonal and annual fluctuations in the level of the Caspian Sea and by
movements of Dardzhakum sands. During periods of sea-level rise, there are favourable conditions for
protection, fodder nesting and wintering of birds in bays, but extensive saline soils are formed in their
place during periods of sea-level drop. Prevailing depths of the Turkmen Aylagy range from 3-4 m in the
east, to 9-11 m in the centre. The water in the area has a higher salt content than the Caspian Sea, as the
rivers do not run into it.

25. Miankaleh-Esenguly

Location: This area is located in south-eastern corner of the Caspian Sea and covers the marine and coastal
waters of Ekerem-Esenguly in Turkmenistan to Gomishan Lagoon, Gorgan Bay, Miankaleh Peninsula
and the Lapoo-Zaghmarz Ab-Bandans in Iran. The area is a potential candidate Seal Special Protected
Area (SSPA), under the Caspian Environment Programme. The area is also one of the most important
foraging and spawning grounds for all five critically endangered species of sturgeon, including Acipenser
gueldenstaedtii, A. nudiventris, A. persicus, A. stellatus and Huso huso. The Miankaleh-Esenguly area is
extremely important for both wintering and passage of waterfowl and holds one of the highest number of
wintering birds in the entire south Caspian.

26. Sefidroud Delta

Location: The area is located in the South Caspian lowlands and encompasses the largest delta in the
South Caspian region (about 1,350 ha) and Bandar Kiashahr Lagoon, one of the oldest lagoons in the
south Caspian Sea. It is located in the south Caspian lowlands and encompasses the largest river delta in
the south Caspian region.

This area is a significant foraging and spawning ground for a wide variety of fish species, including five
critically endangered sturgeon species: Acipenser gueldenstaedtii, A. stellatus, A. nudiventris, A. persicus
and Huso huso. The Sefidroud Delta is an important migratory and wintering ground for a wide variety
of migratory waterfowl, regularly supporting more than 100,000 waterbirds and more than 1 per cent of
the regional populations of several waterbird species.
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27. Anzali Wetlands Complex

Location: Anzali wetlands complex is located on the south-western shore of the Caspian Sea, close to the
city of Bandar-e-Anzali.

The area is a good example of a natural lagoon and wetland ecosystem characteristic of the south Caspian
lowlands. This area supports more than 100,000 wintering waterbirds, and more than 1 per cent of the
regional populations of several waterbird species. The area is also a significant site for preserving plant
and animal genetic resources and diversity.

28. Gizilagach BayComplex

Location: The Gizilagach Bay Complex is located in the south-western part of the Caspian Sea along the
coast of Azerbaijan. The area covers the entire water area of the Greater Gizilagach Bay, the northern part
of the Lesser Gizilagach Bay, the western part of the Kura spit, the steppe in the north and the north-west
of the Greater Gizilagach Bay, and the base or the northern part of the Sara Peninsula. The Gizilagach
Bay Complex comprises the Greater Gizilagach Reserve, covering an area of 88,360 hectares, and the
adjacent Lesser Gizilagach Bay Reserve, the area of which is 10,700 hectares, located on the south-
western coast of the Caspian Sea.

Azerbaijan places third in the western Palearctic for numbers of wintering waterbirds (more than one
million) as part of the Caspian-West Siberian-East African Flyway. The area contains one of the most
important wetlands for wintering and breeding waterbirds in the western Palearctic. The “Ghizil-Agaj”
Bay was recognized as a Ramsar Wetland of International Importance in 1975. The area’s fauna includes
47 species of fish, about 273 species of birds, 5 amphibia, 15 reptiles and 26 species of mammals. The
local avifauna is mainly waterbirds. The area is located along the migration routes onthe western coast
of the Caspian Sea, and large flocks of migratory birds feed and rest in the area. It was reported that in
previous years, as many as 10 million birds wintered in the complex and its surrounding areas.
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29. Kura Delta

Location: The area is located where the Kura River flows into the Caspian Sea in the Neftechalinsky
region, 10 km to the east and southeast of the city of Neftechal. The area measures about 15 000 hectares.
The altitude above sea level is about 28 m. The geographical coordinates of the near-shore space are
39°16'- 39°25' N; 49°19'- 49°28'E.

The Kura River area of the Caspian Sea is an area of foraging, wintering, spawning migrations and
reproduction of all species of the Caspian sturgeon family except for the sterlets. It is an especially
valuable area for the Persian sturgeon and pinch. In addition, the area is home to extensive wetlands with
dense reed vegetation, a network of dams and a large island that is an important wintering and nesting
site for some bird species. The area is especially important as a temporary resting place for a large number
of birds during their flight. During the migration period, the number of waterbirds in one record reaches
75,000 individuals. Many curly and pink pelicans, small cormorants, spoonbills, sultan bird and other
rare species have been recorded at the site.

30. Samur - Yalama

Location: Samur-Yalama covers an area of 1,250 km? along both sides of the Russian-Azerbaijani border,
following the flow of the Samur River, which eventually meets the Caspian Sea. The site includes the
mouth of the Samur River and a number of smaller rivers that start in the mountains of the Caucasus
Range; its marine area consists of the 200 m isobath.

The area includes the deepest nearshore area in the Caspian Sea, with a steep underwater slope. The area
is highly important for the life history stages of at least 20 species of fish, and it is a critically important
migration corridor and feeding ground for both juveniles and adults. It is also an important bird area,
serving as a flyway segment and critical stopover and nesting area for waterfowl. It is also highly
significant for all five species of critically endangered sturgeon species (IUCN Red List) and several other
protected species of fish and birds.
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31. Kizlyar Bay

Location: The area covers the north-west coast of the Caspian Sea from the Volga Delta to the Agrakhan
Peninsula (inclusive) and the islands of Tyuleniy and Chechen. The area is the most northerly sea bay on
the western coast of the Caspian Sea.

This area is of key importance for seasonal migrations of waterfowl and waterbirds moving from western
Siberia and Eastern Europe, flying through, or wintering on this coast. Species composition of birds is
represented by 250 species, most of them waterfowl. This is a key area for rare species of birds, such as
the Dalmatian pelican (Pelecanus crispus), as well as many common species (e.g., coot, grey goose, and
various species of ducks). The area serves as a breeding, foraging and migration ground for more than 60
species of fish. Kizlyar Bay is an important habitat for endangered species, such as sturgeons (Huso huso,
Acipenser gueldenstaedtii, Acipenser stellatus). The islands within the area are sites of seasonal
aggregation of the Caspian seal (Phoca caspica).

32. Malyi Zhemchyzhnyi (“Small Pearl”) Island

Location: This region is located in the central part of the northern Caspian Sea, 25 km to the south-east

of the island of Chistaya Banka.

Malyi Zhemchyzhnyi Island is the largest nesting site for Charadriiform birds, including Pallas's gull
(Larus ichthyaetus) and the Caspian tern (Sterna caspia), listed in the Red Book of the Russian
Federation, in the northern Caspian. In the spring, large concentrations (up to several thousand
individuals) of the Caspian seal (Phoca caspica) inhabit the island. The adjacent water area is an
important place for feeding fish, especially juvenile sturgeons (Huso huso, Acipenser gueldenstaedtii,
Acipenser stellatus).
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33. Pre-estuarine Area of the Volga River

Location: The area covers the lower zone of the Volga Delta and the Volga pre-estuarine zone. The
northern boundary coincides with the northern boundary of the Volga Delta wetlands and passes along
the border of the reed belt to the Ganyushkinsky channel. The area covers the sea to the 5 misobath.
The area is part of the Volga Delta, a unique natural ecological system and the largest delta in Europe.
The Volga Delta is located in the Caspian lowland, and its elevation ranges from -24 to -27 m. The area
plays an exceptional role in maintaining populations of some globally significant species, primarily
waterfowl and other aquatic and semi-aquatic birds. It serves as an important node of two bird flyways,
extending from west Siberia to Eastern Europe. More than 300 species of birds have been recorded in the
area. This is a key area for rare bird species, such as the Siberian crane (Leucogeranus leucogeranus),
white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) and Dalmatian pelican (Pelecanus crispus), as well as many
common species (e.g., coots, grey goose, ducks). The area serves as a breeding ground, foraging and
migration habitat for more than 60 species of fish. There is an extremely high density of ichthyofauna
during mass spawning migrations, when significant populations of semi-anadromous and anadromous
fish species of the northern Caspian enter the delta. The area is home to spawning migrations of
endangered species, such as sturgeons (Huso huso, Acipenser gueldenstaedtii, Acipenser stellatus,
Acipenser persicus, Acipenser nudiventris) and Caspian lamprey (Caspiomyzon wagneri).
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Table 2. Description of areas meeting the EBSA criteria in the Baltic Sea

(Details are provided in the appendix to annex VII of the report of the Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically

Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) in the Baltic Sea, (CBD/EBSA/WS/2018/1/4)

Location and brief description of areas

1. Northern Bothnian Bay

Location: The area encompasses the northernmost part of the Bothnian Bay. The area covers 8963 km? in
total, 8297 km? of which is in the sea.

The Bothnian Bay forms the northernmost part of the Baltic Sea. It is the most brackish part of the Baltic,
greatly affected by the combined river discharge from four big rivers and a catchment area covering most
of the Finnish and Swedish Lapland. The sea area is shallow, and the seabed consists mostly of sand. The
area displays Arctic conditions; in winter the whole area is covered with sea ice (for 5-7 months), which
functions as the reproductive habitat for the grey seal (Haliochoerus grypus) and is a prerequisite nesting
habitat for the ringed seal (Pusa hispida botnica). In summer the area is productive and due to the turbidity
from the river discharge the primary production is typically limited to a narrow photic zone (between a
depth of 1 and 5 metres). Due to the extreme brackish water the number of marine species is low, yet the
number of endemic and threatened species is high, as the area is the final refuge for species retreating
northwards after the last glaciation (10,000 BP). It is an important reproductive area for coastal fish and
an important gathering area for several anadromous fish species. The Torne, Kalix and Réneé rivers, which
all discharge into the northern part of the area, are spawning rivers of regional importance for the Baltic
population of the Atlanticsalmon (Sal/mo salar).

2. Kvarken Archipelago

Location: The Kvarken Archipelago is located in the Gulf of Bothnia, in the northern part of the Baltic
Sea. The archipelago’s total area is 10,364 km?, 9,638 km? of which is in the sea. The mean depth of the
area is 22 m, with the deepest point in the open sea being 133 m.

The Kvarken Archipelago consists of a narrow (26 km) strait between Sweden and Finland, with
approximately 10,000 multitude of islands and skerries on both sides. The Kvarken also divides the Gulf
of Bothnia, forming a shallow underwater threshold (max. depth 26 m), between the Bothnian Bay in the
north and the Bothnian Sea in the south. The area is characterized by its unique landscape, consisting of’
thousands of different moraine formations formed during the last glaciation (10.000 — 8.000 BP). The area
is affected by continuous change. Ongoing isostatic land uplift (at a rate of 8 mm per year) continuously
affects all biotopes and habitats, constantly bringing new areas up into the photic zone.

Cl1 C2 [C3|C4 C5 |Cé6|CT
See the above key to the tables
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The Kvarken Archipelago is a transition zone where the dominating and habitat-forming marine fauna and
flora rapidly change from freshwater species into marine species from north to south. The relative latitudinal
change in salinity is the highest in the Baltic Sea. A continuous mixing of water further adds ecological and
evolutionary pressure to the ecosystem. The shallowness and the substrate diversity, combined with up to 20
hours of sunlight in summer, make the area highly productive and important for a large number of fish and
bird species.

3. Aland Sea, Aland Islands and the Archipelago Sea of Finland

Location: The area is situated in the northern Baltic Sea and forms the border between the Baltic proper
and the Gulf of Bothnia. It extends from the Swedish coast in the west across the Aland Islands to the
Finnish Archipelago Sea and Hanko Peninsula in the east. The area is about 375 km in width and 100 km
long (in W-E and N-S direction, respectively). The area covers 18,524 km? in total.

The area contains some of the most geomorphologically, biologically and ecologically variable marine
environments in the Baltic Sea, and perhaps in the world. The area is characterized by an extremely mosaic
and extensive archipelago that ranges from shallow and sheltered inner archipelago areas, through middle
archipelago, with larger islands, to wave-exposed outer archipelago consisting of thousands of small
islands and skerries. The Aland Sea, in contrast, is an open sea area with almost oceanic conditions and
the second-deepest trench in the Baltic Sea, at 300 m. The trench is also the deepest oxygenated area in
the Baltic Sea. Due to its low salinity (0 to 7 psu), the species composition in the area is a mixture of
freshwater, brackish and marine organisms, with a high diversity of aquatic vascular plants and
charophytes, in particular. The area contains hundreds of lagoons, narrow inlets, shallow bays, estuaries
and wetlands, which are important areas for fish and birdlife. The benthic biomass in the shallow areas is
the highest in the northern Baltic Sea. The area also supports important populations of the ringed seal
(Pusa hispida botnica) and grey seal (Halichoerus grypus). Harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) visit
the area regularly.

4. Eastern Gulf of Finland

Location: The area is situated in the north-eastern and eastern Gulf of Finland, in the northern Baltic
Sea. It extends 247km east-west and 122km north-south and covers a total of 13,411 k.

The area is a relatively shallow (maximum depth 80 m) archipelago, characterized by hundreds of small
islands and skerries, coastal lagoons and boreal narrow inlets, as well as a large area of open sea. The
area’s geomorphology shows clear signs from the last glaciation, such as end moraines, sandy beaches,
rocky islands and clusters of erratic blocks. Due to the low salinity (0 to 5 permilles in the sea surface
layer), the species composition is a mixture of freshwater and marine organisms, and the diversity of
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aquatic plants in particular is high. Many marine species, including habitat-forming key species, such as
bladderwrack (Fucus vesiculosus) and blue mussel (Mytilus trossulus), live at the limits of their geographical
distribution, making them vulnerable to human disturbance and the effects of climate change. The area has a
rich birdlife and supports one of the most endangered populations of the ringed seal (Pusa hispida botnica) in
the Baltic Sea.

S. Inner Sea of West Estonian Archipelago

Location: The area is located in the inner sea area of the West Estonian Archipelago in the north-east
Baltic Sea.

This area forms a unique ecosystem in the north-eastern part of the Baltic Sea. Geologically, the area is a
glacial formation composed of variable substrates of glacial moraine. It is very shallow, with mean depth
less than 4m, and most of the seafloor is located in the photic zone. The presence of a salinity gradient
from freshwater conditions inside the easternmost parts of Matsalu Bay to up to 6-7 psu in the western
part in Soela strait and an extensive dynamic hydrological front area creates unique conditions for local
and migratory species. High benthic productivity due to frontal conditions and freshwater runoff makes
this a very important feeding area for migrating species. Unique local hydromorphological conditions
enable the unique existence of a large loose, free-floating red algae community of Furcellaria lumbricalis
in this area. Due to the presence of numerous uninhabited islets and specific ice conditions, this area is
important for two seal species. The area is home to a large number of migratory and other species, and is
a designated Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (BirdLife International).

6. Southeastern Baltic Sea Shallows

Location: The South-eastern Baltic Sea shallows encompasses several geomorphologically distinct areas,
including the Klaipeda-Ventspils plateau in the north, the Curonian-Sambian plateau in the south, the
Klaipeda bank in the north-western part of the area as well as the largest lagoons in the eastern Baltic Sea,
Curonian and Vistula, each separated by a narrow spit. The area extends 11,626 km?.

The South-eastern Baltic Sea shallows encompasses several geomorphologically distinct areas, including
the Klaipeda-Ventspils plateau in the north, the Curonian-Sambian plateau in the south, the Klaipeda bank
in the north-western part of the area as well as the largest lagoons in the eastern Baltic Sea, Curonian and
Vistula, each separated by a narrow spit. Driven by complex geomorphological structures, the area is a
hotspot of biodiversity both in coastal and offshore waters. The shallow water area is one of the most
important habitats for benthic communities. Its underwater reefs sustain coastal benthic communities, a
high biodiversity of invertebrates, fishes and wintering birds. Reefs are also used as spawning and
nursery grounds by commercially important fish species, such as sprat, herring,
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turbot and flounder. The offshore bank serves as a refuge for mobile species from short-term hypoxia in the
deeper parts of the Gotland basin. The coastline is an important stopover site for waterbirds. During particularly
severe winters, the abundance of some species of wintering seabirds (e.g., long-tailed duck Clangula hyemalis,
velvet scoter Melanitta fusca and red-throated diver Gavia stellata) may increase by several or several tens of
times. Lagoons exist as large and multiple freshwater ichthyofauna complexes and permanent or temporary
habitats for migratory and marine fish species. The Curonian Lagoon is an important regional spawning and
recovery area for twaite shad (4llosa fallax).

7. Southern Gotland Harbour Porpoise Area

e Location: The area is located between the coast and the islands of Gotland and Oland, stretching to the
south to include three of the four large offshore banks in the Baltic Sea (latitude between 58.1 N and

55.4 N, longitude between 14.68 E and 19.55 E). The total area is 29 242 km?.

e The area covers the core distribution area of the critically endangered harbour porpoise (Phocoena
phocoena) subpopulation in the Baltic Sea around the islands of Oland and Gotland and serves as a key
breeding area for the population. Midsjobankarna and Hoburg’s bank is the most important area for the
Baltic harbour porpoise. The population was estimated at 497 individuals, and the population’s numbers
have declined drastically since the mid-20th century. The area is also home to the vulnerable Kalmarsund
subpopulation of the harbour seal (Phoca vitulina vitulina) and is the main wintering area for the
endangered long-tailed duck (Clangula hyemalis). The area represents a variety of geologic and
morphologic features, and contains three of the four large offshore banks in the Baltic Sea, which form a
unique high-energy environment. These shallow areas create conditions for high productivity of filter-
feeding animals that form the food base for flatfish and large amounts of wintering birds.
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8. Fehmarn Belt

Location: The area covers 1,652 km? in the south-western part of the Baltic Sea in the HELCOM sub-
basins Kiel Bay and Bay of Mecklenburg.

Fehmarn Belt is the main pathway of water exchange between the Baltic Sea and the Atlantic Ocean,
carrying 70-75 per cent of the water masses. The area is important for migratory aquatic species, such as
the western population of the harbour porpoise. It is also of high regional importance for migratory and
wintering waterfowl. The combination of permanent exposure to saline waters and the complexity of
bottom structures leads to a complex mosaic of benthic biotopes inhabited by a variety of species-rich
communities. Besides the presence of several endangered and protected habitats and benthic species, it is
regionally important for one critically endangered biotope dominated by the ocean quahog, one of the
longest-lived species in the world.

9. Fladen, Stora Middelgrund and Lilla Middelgrund

Location: The area is located approximately between latitudes 56°30’N and 57°14’N and longitudes
between 11°40°E and 12°0’E, and encompasses the central part of the Kattegat (a shallow sea area between
Sweden and Denmark). The total coverage of the area is 615 km?.

The Fladen, Stora Middelgrund and Lilla Middelgrund are three large offshore banks in the Kattegat. The
banks are characterized by large topographic variation formed by boulders and rocks. The area also
includes sandbanks and shell gravel, which increase its habitat diversity. The shallowest parts of the area
are approximately 6 m deep and are densely covered by kelp forest, which is associated with high diversity
of fish and invertebrate species. Unique habitats like bubbling reefs and maerl beds occur in the area, as
well as extensive horse mussel (Modiolus modiolus) beds. The area hosts a high diversity of fish,
invertebrates and algae as well as a large quantity of rare and endangered species. The banks are
internationally important for seabirds, and moreover, high densities of harbour porpoises have been
recorded here. In addition, the area is important as spawning ground for a number of fish species.
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MpunoxeHue Il

HpoeKT COTPYAHHYECTBA CCKPETAPHUATOB NATHU Mopeﬁ AJIA BOCCTAHOBJICHUSA JKOCUCTEM

1. HUcropus u nienpb

IIpoext «CoTpyqHHYIECTBO CEKPETAPHATOB IISITH MOPEH U1 BOCCTAHOBIICHUS 3KOCHCTEM» — 3TO HOBas
aMOUIIMO3Hasd MHUIMATUBA, HANpPABICHHAs Ha aKTHBU3AIMIO BOCCTAHOBICHHMS MOPCKOH cpeibl B ISATH
Mopckux Oacceiinax: Kacnmiickom, YepHoMm, CpenuzemHom, CeBepo-BocTouHoi ATiIaHTUKE U
Bbanruiickom Mope. OTH AT MOPCKUX OACCEHHOB SIBIISIOTCS BBICOKOMPOYKTUBHBIMH HPHUOPEKHBIMH U
MOPCKUMH DETHOHaMH ¢ OoratblM OuopazHooOpa3ueM, KaKIbli M3 KOTOPHIX 00nafaeT CBOMMHU
YHHUKaJIbHBIMU CBOMcTBaMH. [IaTh MOpCKuX OacceHOB 00ecreunBarOT MHPOKUH CIEKTP SKOCHCTEMHBIX
YCIyT, a TaKKe WMEIOT IIEHHBIN MOTEHIMAN aJanTalid K M3MEHEHWIO KJIMMaTa M CMSATYEHHS €ro
nocneacTBuil. OHM TakXke UMEIOT OrPOMHOE 3HAUEHME JUIS CPEICTB K CYIIECTBOBAHMIO B IPHOPEKHBIX
o0IMmMHAX ¥ 32 WX IIpeJieslaMH.

Kaxpiii u3 nstn 0acceliHOB HaXOAUTCS O] yrpo30i U3-3a psjia pakTopoB, BKIIOYAS YPE3MEPHBIA BBUIOB
PBIOBI, TOOBITY YIIIEBOOPOAOB, 3aTrPsI3HEHUE, TYPU3M, CYI0XOJCTBO M PA3BUTHE MPUOPEKHBIX PAHOHOB.
Bce 310 mpuBeno k 3HAUMTENBHOW JIerpajalii IKOCUCTEM B KaKAOM U3 IISATH MOPCKUX OaccerHoB. /s
YCUJICHUS 3alUTHl DKOCHUCTEM B KaXKIIOM U3 IISTH MOPCKUX 0acceHOB HEOOXOIWMBI 3HAYUTEIHHEIC
yCWIHSA, B TOM YHCIIE€ TTOCPEICTBOM MHOTOCTOPOHHHX COTJIAIICHHH, MOJIEPKUBAIOIINX PETHOHAIBHOE
COTPY/IHUYECTBO N0 psIy Mep, TakuX KaK CO3[JaHHe MOPCKHX OXpaHsieMbIX paiioHoB. IIpoekt
OCHOBBIBAETCS HAa CYIIECTBYIOMINX WHUIIMATUBAX W BHICTYIIACT B KAUECTBE KaTaIu3aTopa mporpecca. ITo
OyzeT crocoOCTBOBATh JOCTHKEHHUIO J0JITOCPOYHOH 1IENN O 3allUTe, BOCCTAHOBICHHIO U BO3POXKICHUIO
9KOJIOTHYECKOM IETIOCTHOCTH U OHOJIOTHYECKOT0 pa3HOOOpasusl MATH MOPCKUX 0ACCEHOB, COXPaHEHUIO
MX 9KOJOTHIECKOH IIEHHOCTH M 9KOCHCTEMHBIX YCIyT A OyAyIINX HOKOJICHHH.

2. IlapTHEpCTBO B paMKax IPOEKTa

IIpoexT paspabatbeiBaeTcst TpymIoil mapTHEPOB BO rinase ¢ PernonansasM 6topo FOHEII s EBpomst n
GRID-Arendal. B 4mcio mapTHEpoB NpoOeKTa BXOJIAT CEKpeTaphaThl U APYIHE OPTaHbl, CBSI3aHHBIE C
BBIIIEYIOMSIHYTBIMH MHOTOCTOPOHHHUMH COTJIAIICHMSAMH JUISI KaKAOTO W3 MOPCKUX OacceiHOB:
Cekpetapuar Terepanckoii kouseniun, Yepnomopckas komuccust, FOHEIT/ITJIC (CpenuzeMHOMOpCKHU
IUTaH JICUCTBHUI) BMECTE C €r0 PEerHOHANbHBIMH IeHTpamu aestenbHOCTH SPA/RAC (PermoHanbHbIN
HEHTp ACATEIFHOCTH I 0c000 OXpaHsAEMBIX NPHPOAHBIX TeppHuropmii), PlanBleu (rnaBHbi LeHTp
noaaepXXku CpeanseMHOMOPCKO KOMUCCUM MO yCTOMYMBOMY pa3BuTuo) u  PAP/RAC
(PermonaneHbIl TIEHTp AesTenbHOCTH llporpammer mpuopureTHbix aedctsuit), Kommccus OCIIAP
(Komuccuss mo 3amute Mopckoii cpempl CeBepo-Bocrounoit Atmantuku) u Komuccus XEJIKOM
(Komucens no 3ammre Mopckoit cpensl banruiickoro mops (XemscuHkckas komucens)). K mapraepam
otHocutcs Takke Cekperapmar KBP, xotopeiit maer IlpoekTy T5100anbHYI0 MHOTOCTOPOHHIOIO
MIEPCIIEKTUBY.

3. Ilman paGoThI
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IIpennaraemsrii pabo4wii IIaH aaTHPOBAH K MTOTPEOHOCTAM, MaHAATaM | ITOJTHOMOYHSAM HapTHEPOB TI0
MPOEKTY, TO ecTh cekpeTapuaToB KBP u matu koHBeHUUI IO peruoHaIbHBIM MOpsAM. Kaxnaplil u3 stux
MHOTOCTOPOHHHUX OPTaHOB UMEET CBOIO 0COOYIO CTPYKTYpY M MaH/AT, a TAaK)Ke Pa3INIHbIE PErHOHANbHBIE
[eJM. DTO BBIPAKAETCS B PA3NIMUHBIX MOAXOAAX K BOCCTAHOBIECHHWIO B Ka)XKOM PETHOHAIHLHOM MOpE U
Pa3IMYHBIX TOTPEOHOCTAX B OTHOIIICHUH YCKOPEHHS ITpOoTpecca B paMKax MpoekTa 5 mopeid. Bee mapTHepsl
TI0 TIPOEKTY PA3JEIAIOT HEOOXOIMMOCTh YIyUIICHN MeKOacCceHHOBOTO 0OMEHa 3HAHHSMHU U TTOAJEPIKKY
HapallMBaHUi PETHOHANBHOTO MOTEHIMaNa MO BOCCTAHOBJICHMIO. B J0monHeHHe K 3TOMY, HEKOTOpHIE
CeKpeTapuaThl PETMOHATBHBIX MOpEH Takke HYXKIAI0TCd B MOJJAEPKKE KOHKPETHBIX WHUIHUATUB U
MEPONPUATHI 110 BOCCTAHOBIICHUIO HA MECTaX.

Takum 00pa3oM, NMPOEKT couyeTaeT pabOTy Ha MECTHOM YpPOBHE IIOCPEICTBOM CEPHH KOHKPETHBIX
MIPUMEPOB BOCCTAHOBICHHSA B TPEX M3 IIITH MOPCKMX OacceiHOB ¢ paboToil mo oOMeHy 3HAHMAMH U
HapalluBaHUIO IIOTEHLMAIa BCEX MapTHEPOB o mpoekTy. OH cocTouT M3 Tpex pabounx naxeros (PII),
KOTOpbIE, COOTBETCTBEHHO, OyIyT MOIEPKHBATh MECTHBIE MHHIIMATHUBBI IO BOCCTAHOBJIECHHUIO, TO €CTh
koHkpeTHble TpuMeps! (PII1); mexOacceiiHOBBINT OOMEH 3HAaHWAMH W HapallBaHHE IOTEHIHANA II0
BOCCTAHOBIICHHIO DKOCHUCTeM TIAITH Mopckux OacceitnoB (PII2); m pacmpocTpaneHwe 3HAHWUH O
BOCCT@HOBJICHHH B IIATH MOPCKUX OacceliHax u 3a ux npeaenamu (PI13).

Ha mex0acceiitHoBoM ypoBHe B pamkax PII 1 (PermoHajdbHbIi aHAJM3 BOCCTAHOBJIEHHS MOPCKOIi
cpelbl W HapallUBaHHE NMOTEHIHAJA B NATH MOPAX) OydeT MOOIIPSITHCS O0OMeH 3HAHMAMHU H
HapalMBaHHe TMOTeHOHAJa B MNATH MOPCKHX OacceifHax. OJToT paboumii maker coOHMpaeT WU
obecreurBaeT B3aUMOOOMEH OITBITOM ITAPTHEPOB IO TIPOCKTY IJIsi BOCCTAHOBIICHHS MOpEH B CBOWX
pernonax. IIpoekT cmocoOCTBYeT OOMEHY 3HAaHUSMH M TIEPEAOBBIM OIBITOM, TEM CaMBIM CO3/1aBas
BO3MOXKHOCTH IJIsI Oojiee A(PEKTUBHOTO BOCCTAHOBJICHUS MOPCKHX M TMPHOPEXKHBIX paiioHoB. Croma
BXOAUT OOMEH TEXHHYECKUMH 3HAaHUAMH (Hampumep, 00 OOHOBJICHHBIX PETHOHAIBHBIX OLEHKAaX
BOCCTAHOBIICHUSI MOPCKO# CpeIlbl M PETHOHANBHBIX TUIAHAX AEHCTBHUM IT0 COXPAaHESHUIO Onopa3zHoo0pas3us),
a TaKke OOMEH 3HAaHUSMH O COOTBETCTBYIOIINX MEXaHU3MaX YIIPABICHUS U IpoOIeMax.

Ha mectHoM ypoBHe B pamkax PII 2 (IlpuMepbl MeT010B BOCCTAHOBJIEHHUS B 5 MOpsiX) Oy/eT okazaHa
NMoIeP:KKa peaju3aluy Mep Mo BOCCTAHOBJIEHHS] HA MecTaxX. /sl KaKJI0ro U3 MPUMEPOB B paMKax
mpoekTa OYyIOyT OIpeNeNcHBl OCHOBHBIE IPOOJIEMBI, BO3MOXKHOCTH U MOTpeOHOCTH B o00IacTu
BOCCTAHOBIICHUSI W pPETCHEpalid MOPCKOW cpeabl. PaboToll mpoekTa mo KaxaoMy U3 TEeMaTHISCKUX
WCCIIEIOBaHU OylNeT pPyKOBOIUTH COOTBETCTBYIOIIMH pPErHOHAJBHBIA CeKpeTrapuar Mopeil B
COTPYTHUYECTBE C APYTUMH COOTBETCTBYIOIIMMH 3aWHTEPECOBAHHBIMU CTOPOHAMHU Ha HAIMOHATLHOM H
MECTHOM YPOBHSX, YUaCTBYIOIIMMH B KKJIOW N3 UHUIIMATHB HA MECTAX.

Ha mexayHapoaHoMm ypoBHe (Me:xxay O0acceiiHaMu U 3a ux npeaeiaamu) B pamkax PII3 (PykoBoacTsBo
110 BOCCTAHOBJICHMIO 5 Mopeii - pelieHUe MPo6.JieM U BO3MOKHOCTH BOCCTAHOBJIeHHS) OyAeT coOpaH
U pacnpoCTPAaHEH Mepe0Boii ONBIT U YPOKH, U3BJIeUeHHbIE U3 padounx 1okyMeHTOB 1 u 2. [TapTHEpHI
o MpoeKTy OyayT paboTaTh BMECTE HAJ CO3JaHHEM PYKOBOJCTBA IO BOCCTAHOBICHHUIO M PETECHEPAINH
MOPCKHX DJKOCHUCTEM, OCHOBAHHOI'O Ha TEMATHUYECKHX HCCIIECIOBAHUSAX IMPOEKTa M MEKPETHOHAIbHOM
oOMeHe 3HAaHWAMH, a TakkKe IporpaMMe HapalldBaHUS TOTCHIMAIa. OJTO pPYKOBOJACTBO OyAeT
MpeTHA3HAYCHO ISl MHUPOBOTO OKEAHOJIOTHYECKOT'0 COOOIIECTBA, a TAKKE YJACTHUKOB, PabOTAIONINX B
MATH MOPCKHUX OacceiiHax mpoeKTa

4. bojee MUPOKHIl KOHTEKCT
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[IpoekT okaxeT NOANEPKKY pealn3alli COOTBETCTBYIOIIUX MEXyHAPOAHBIX MEXAHU3MOB, B TOM YHCIIE
rinobanbHoi e KBP mo coxpanennio 30 % cymm na nepuox nocie 2020 roxa. Ha pernonanbHom
YPOBHE IIPOEKT OKAXKET MOANEPKKY:

Crparerun EC B o0.1acTi 6uopasHoo6pa3us Ha nepuon 10 2030 r. u ee 1esiu BOCCTAHOBUTH
JeTpaAupOBaHHBIE MOPCKHE 9KOCHCTEMBI, B TOM YHCIIE OOTaThIe YTIIepOIOM SKOCHCTEMBI
Ba)KHBIE pallOHBI HEPECTa M HATyJa phIo.

Ilnany neiictBuii no banrtuiickomy Mopio (2021 r.), B KOTOPOM IOCTaBIICHA 1IEJIb pa3paboTaTh
u peanu3oBath [Lnan nefictBuii XEJIKOM mo BOCCTaHOBJICHHUIO Cpebl OOMTAHUSA  OHOTOIIOB K
2025/2026 rr.

Konpenuun no 3amure Mopckoii cpeanbl cesepo-BocTouHol ATaantuku (OCIIAP) no 2030
r. (2021 r.), mpemycMaTpuBaromieii pa3padoTKy IeJei M0 BOCCTAHOBICHUIO IETPaAUPOBAHHBIX
MectoobuTanuii k 2025 r.

CrpaTteruueckoii nporpaMmme JelcTBHIi 110 COXPAHEHHIO OMOPA3HO00PAa3HuA U YCTOIHYHBOMY
YIpaBJeHHI0 TPUPOTHBIME pecypcaMu B CpeIn3eMHOMOPCKOM pernoHe Ha MepPHoJ mocJe
2020 roga (2021 r.) u ee 1enu 10 BeIsABICHUIO K 2027 I'. 3KOCUCTEM C BBICOKMM OTCHIIHAIOM
pereHepanyu 1 ux BocctaHoBiaeHuo k 2030 r.

Ipennaraemomy Persamenty EBponeiickoro nap;iamenTa u CoBera 1o BOCCTAHOBJICHHIO
npupoasl (mpeanoxed EC B uione 2022 r.) u ero aMONIINO3HEIM IEJIIM BOCCTAHOBIICHHS (10
90% x 2050 r.) MOPCKUX IKOCHCTEM
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